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Theodosius I finding himself obliged to levy a new tax on his subjects,
on occasion of his war with Maximus, who had usurped the Western
empire in 387, the populace of Antioch, provoked at the demand, mutinied,
and discharged their rage on the emperor's statue, those of his father,
his two sons, and his late consort Flavilla, dragged them with ropes through
the streets, and then broke them to pieces. The magistrates durst not
oppose the rabble in their excesses. But as soon as their fury was over,
and that they began to reflect on what they had been guilty of, and the
natural consequences of their extravagances, they were all seized with
such terror and consternation that many abandoned the city, others
absconded, and scarce any durst appear publicly in the streets. The
magistrates in the meantime were filling the prisons with citizens, in
order to their trials, on account of their respective share in the combustion.
Their fears were heightened on the arrival of two officers dispatched from
Constantinople to execute the emperor's orders with regard to the punish-
ment of the rioters. The reports which were spread abroad on this occasion
imported that the emperor would cause the guilty to be burned alive,
would confiscate their estates, and level the city with the ground. The
consternation alone was a greater torment than the execution itself could
have been. Flavian, notwithstanding his very advanced age, and though
his sister was dying when he left her, set out without delay, in a very
severe season of the year, to implore the emperor's clemency in favour
of his flock. Being come to the palace, and admitted into the emperor's
presence, he no sooner perceived that prince but he stopped at a distance,
holding down his head, covering his face, and speaking only by his tears,
as though himself had been guilty. Thus he remained for some time.
The emperor seeing him in this condition, carrying as it were the weight
of the public guilt in his breast, instead of employing harsh reproaches,
as Flavian might naturally have expected, summed up the many favours
he had conferred on that city, and said at the conclusion of each article,
" Is this the acknowledgment I had reason to expect ? Is this their return
for my love? What cause of complaint had they against me? Had I
ever injured them? But granting that I had, what can they allege for
extending their insolence even to the dead? Had they received any
wrong from them? Why were they to be insulted too? What tenderness
have I not shown on all occasions for their city? Is it not notorious that
I have given it the preference in my love and esteem to all others, even
to that which gave me birth? Did not I always express a longing desire
to see it, and that it gave me the highest satisfaction to think I should soon
be in a condition of taking a journey for this purpose? "

Then the holy bishop, being unable to bear such stinging reproaches,
or vindicate their conduct, made answer: " We acknowledge, sir, that
you have on all occasions favoured us with the greatest demonstrations
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